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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 

1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

a. This manual provides technical assistance to personnel of the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force engaged in graves 
registration service activities in theaters of operations and is a 
guide in the search, recovery, and evacuation of deceased per- 
sonnel ; location and layout of temporary cemeteries ; identifica- 
tion and burial of the dead; and preparation of reports and 
records. 

b. It is designed for use by all personnel and units concerned 
with graves registration activities in the field during military 
operations requiring temporary interments, burials at sea, and 
handling of personal effects in connection with graves registra- 
tion service activities (information pertaining to disposition of 
personal effects, as such, are contained in a separate publication). 
Deviations from this guide may be required by local circumstances 
but should be held to a minimum so as to provide uniform pro- 
cedures which will assure the maximum degree of recovery and 
identification of remains. 

2. COAAAAAND RESPONSIBILITIES 

a. General. The recovery, identification, and burial of deceased 
military personnel and of civilians under the jurisdiction of the 
armed forces, are command responsibilities. When a unit moves 
from one area to another before its graves registration work is 
finished, the commander of the unit should detach adequate per- 
sonnel to complete the burials that pertain to his command. How- 
ever, if tactical requirements or other considerations make it 
impossible or extremely impracticable for him to detach enough 
personnel for the above purpose, he will immediately report the 
circumstances to the next higher in command for appropriate 
action. 
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b. Prisoner of War Dead. Prisoners of war will be buried in a 
manner similar to United States forces, and the same information 
as far as practicable will be recorded for future use. 

c. Civilian Dead. Civilian personnel on duty with the armed 
forces will be interred in a manner similar to military personnel. 

d. Security. Security is a command responsibility. Remains will 
be adequately safeguarded to prevent pilferage or desecration. 

3. OBSERVANCE OF FUNERAL CUSTOMS OF 

ALLIED COUNTRIES 

Graves registration officers who are responsible for the disposal 
of remains of deceased allied military personnel should consult 
liaison officers from those nations regarding special burial rites 
required. Normally, the remains of allied deceased military per- 
sonnel will be buried by the forces of the nation concerned. 

4. REVERENT AHITUDE 

A reverent attitude must always be maintained in the prepara- 
tion and removal of the dead. Any tendency toward improper 
handling of remains will be corrected immediately. 
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CHAPTER 2 
TEMPORARY CEMETERIES 



Section 1. GENERAL 

5. DEFINITION 

Temporary cemeteries are those established during hostilities 
for burial of deceased personnel of all services. 

6. SUPERVISION 

Adequate supervision by the individual in charge of a cemetery 
requires that — 

a. Burial practices conform to graves registration policies. 

b. Identification be confirmed or established if possible in all 
cases before burial is made. 

c. Effects be accounted for by itemized lists and property safe- 
guarded until disposition is accomplished, 

d. DD Form 551, Report of Interment, be properly prepared 
and cemetery records be properly maintained. 

e. The cemetery be kept as clean and orderly as possible at all 
times. 

/. Adequate security measures be maintained at all times. 

7. NUMBER 

The theater commander is responsible that the number of ceme- 
teries established is kept to a minimum consistent with operational 
requirements. Separate cemeteries will be establistied for enemy 
or allied troops whenever possible. This will facilitate the turn- 
over of enemy cemeteries after cessation of hostilities. 

8. SIZE 

No fixed size has been designated for cemeteries. An acre 
(43,560 square feet) of average land will contain approximately 
6 standard plots (5,772 square feet per plot; par. 156), Smce a 
plot contains 144 graves (see par. 16), an acre would provide 
space for 864 burials including necessary footage for aisles and 
borders. 
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Section II. SITE RECONNAISSANCE AND MAPPING 



9. RECONNAISSANCE 

A reconnaissance for a cemetery site is normally made by the 
commander of the graves registration unit assigned by higher 
headquarters to operate a cemetery. Usually, the higher head- 
quarters -provides information-- as 4o - the-area suitable_f or..A tem- 
porary cemetery. Before making a reconnaissance, the reconnais- 
sance party should find out the extent of known mined areas. 
Adequate map studies of the terrain wherein the cemeteiy is to 
be established are necessary. An engineer officer should accompany 
the party, if possible, to advise on necessary construction. A 
record should be made of topography, drainage, soil, vegetation, 
current use of land (whether it is pasture land or under cultiva- 
tion; if under cultivation, the type and quantity of crops raised), 
available roads and their condition, and the local labor supply. 
In making recommendations for the location of the cemetery, the 
reconnaissance officer will furnish the higher headquarters with 
a description of the site, including 'an: overlay to a suitable scale 
showing the outline of the site and accurate grid coordinates. 

TO. SELECTION 

a. Desirable Location. A temporary cemetery should be located : 
(1) In a large open field where the soil is well drained and 
easy to dig. The area should be large enough for antici- 
pated needs and for future expansion and should be 
located on high and level or gently rolling land. Slightly 
rolling is preferable to level land since it provides for 
natural drainage (fig. 1). 




. (iilisoliite mansuimj— 

(^feraiili manniiin)— ' 

(umiasiraiite) , . 
Figure 1. Maximum and minimum grades for cemetery site. 
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(2) In such a position and of such shape as to interfere as 
little as possible with the use of adjoining land (fig. 2). 

(3) Near road network (not main supply routes) qapable 
of sustaining normal traffic loads. Alternate routes should 
be provided. 




Figure 2. Cemetery site not interfering ivith the uae of adjoinmg land. 

b. Undesirable Location (fig. 3). Care should be taken to avoid 
the following types of location : 




Figure S. Desirable and undesirable cemetery sites. 



(1) Ground underlaid with rock or with excessive surface 

rock. 

(2) Swampy ground or ground with a high water table. 

(3) Ground near the banks of a stream. 
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11. SOIL TESTING 



A soil test of all tentative sites for the cemetery should be made 
by the digging of scattered holes. Holes should be dug at least 5 
teet deep with a pesthole digger or any other available tools. 
Normally, boles should be dug approximately 100 feet apart but 
should be dug closer together when rock formations are suspected. 

12. SURVEYING 

After approval of the location of the cemetery, the site includ- 
ing plots and roads must be accurately surveyed. If time permits, 
the survey should be made before burials are made. The site will 
be surveyed and plotted by the engineer personnel, if available. 
Markers will be sunk below the frost line at the corners of the 




Figure 4. Tymg-m plot markers vnth landmarkt (attggested method). 
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cemetery and at the corners of each plot to serve as permanent 
identifying points. The four plot markers forming the boundary 
of the cemetery will be tied in with nearby permanent landmarks 
such as trees, hedge corners, buildings, walls, or other endurmg 
points adjacent to the site. In every instance, the bearing (or 
azimuth) and distances between corner plot markers and land- 
marks must be indicated on maps and drawings. The position of 
roads should also be shown on the maps (iig. 4). 



13. CEMETERY AAAP 

a. General. A cemetery map will be prepared froir; data gathered 
by the surveying party. The map will mclude the cemetery layout 
plan, a location map, notes, descriptions, scale, direction, and 
title block (fig. 5). 



UlCATlilN OF eOEIDY 



I Shndu ( trass ^^''^f bgpole 




NOTES 



TITIE 



$CM£1'=2ir 



Gate 



I 



Figure 5. Cemetery map sheet (auggeated, plan). 



b. Cemetery Layout Plan. 

(1) The standard plan for temporary cemeteries will be ad- 
hered to so far as possible. 

(2) The cemetery layout plan will show: 

(a) The size and boundaries of the cemetery. 

(b) Tie-ins of plot markers with permanent landmarks. 

(c) Locations, identifications, and dimensions of sections. 

(d) Locations, letters, and dimensions of plots. 

(e) Distances between plots. 

(/) Location of all graves and numbers of first and last 
graves in each plot. 
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{g) Locations of rows. 

{h) Locations and dimensions of roadways and parking 
areas. 

(i) Provisions for the flagpole. 
(j) Location of entrance. 
(A;) Direction of magnetic north. 
(3) Aside from the plotting and numbering of the graves, 
those responsible for the cemetery plan are permitted 
to lay out the cemetery in a pattern suitable to the sur- 
roundings. Space will be allocated for roads, walks, and 
parking area. Enclosed quarters of a temporary nature, 
such as a shed or tent, will not be shown. 
e. Locatton Map. Map coordinates will be used to establish 
location of the cemetery (fig. 6). Only standard maps in use by 
United States forces in the theater of operations will be cited in 
the location map. The location map will show — , 

(1) The site and standard map coordinates of the cemetery. 

(2) Nearby towns and outstanding landmarks. 

(3) Nearest available roads. 

MAP: Nation X S cale; 1:25,000 
SHEET: 60 Town B 



To city A 
it 

83 &i» 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 




To olty C 



FU/ure 6. Loeation map to accompany cemetery map (suggested form). 
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(4) Prominent terrain features, including rivers, streams, 
bodies of water, and mountains. 

(5) Identification, including title and scale, of source map. 

(6) Direction of magnetic north. 

d. Note. The note on the cemetery map (fig, 5) should indicate 
the following — 

(1) Size of the cemetery. 

(2) Grave capacity. 

(3) Size of roadways. 

(4) Flagpole. 

e. Description. The description on the cemetery map should 
include the following data — 

(1) Type of reference mark, such as an iron pipe or post, 
will be indicated at each turning point or angle of the 
cemetery site. 

(2) The distance (by tape) and direction (by transit or 

prismatic compass) will be given from a point of begin- 
ning to a reference mark, and from this reference mark 
to the next, and so on to successive reference marks, 
continuing to the point of beginning. 
/. Scale. A scale for measurement of distances on the cemetery 
plan and location map must be included. 

g. Title. The cemetery will be designated "United States Mili- 
tary CemeteiT." followed by the name of the nearest town or 
village for identifying purposes. If more than one cemetery is 
required in the same general area, the cemeteries will be given 
the town or village name plus a number. 

h. Title Block. Pertinent data such as the name of the respon- 
sible unit, signatures of individuals recommending and approving 
the map, and the date of approval, will be contained in a block 
drawn on a corner of the map sheet. 

i. Distribution. In addition to the copies of the cemetery map 
required for distribution within the command, in time of war or 
major military operations, one copy will be forwarded to the 
Armed Forces Graves Registration Ofiice, Washington 25, D. C. 

Section LAYOUT 

14. SEaiONS 

A section is a unit in a cemetery composed of two or more plots. 

a. Allied Dead. Where one cemetery is established to serve both 
United States and allied personnel, allied decedents will be in- 
terred in a separate section (or plot) of the cemetery. 
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Figure 7. Sections and plots in a cemetery. 
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b. Enemy Dead. Every effort will be made to establish separate 
cemeteries for burial of enemy dead in order to facilitate eventual 
transfer to custody of the country of deceased. However, where 
circumstances require burial of enemy dead in a United States 
military cemetery, burial will be made in a separate section (or 
plot). 

15. PLOTS 

a. General. The number of plots depends upon the terrain and 
the number of interments. All plots will consist of 144 grave 
sites and will be lettered consecutively from left to right (stand- 
ing facing the plots) from the front of the cemetery to the rear 
(fig. 7). (The letter 1 will not be used.) If additional plots are - 
required, lettering will continue with AA through ZZ, AAA 
through ZZZ, and so on. 

b. Plot Data. The distance from the rear of one plot to the 
front of the next is 12.5 feet. The short side of the plot is 52 feet. 
The long side is 111 feet. The diagonal is 122.6 feet (fig. 8). The 
area of the plot is 5,772 square feet. 




Figure 8. Dimensions of a standard plot. 



16. ROWS 

A plot consists of 12 rows of graves. Rows will be numbered 
consecutively within plots from 1 to 12. Rows must be accurately 
plotted with 3 feet between any two rows, 
o. Numbering of Graves. 

(1) Graves will be numbered consecutively throughout the 
cemetery, starting in plot A with No. 1 at the left 
(standing at the foot of the grave and facing the head) 
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and following the row to the end, then continuing with 
the first grave at the left on the second row, and so on 
until No. 144 is reached (fig. 9). Burials will be made 
with feet toward the front of the cemetery. The number 
assigned to an individual grave will consist of the plot 
letter, row number, and the grave number. Thus the 
grave numbering for the first plot will be A-1-1 through 
A-12-144; for the second plot the numbers will be 
B-1-145 through B-12-288; and so on. 
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(2) Where an obstacle such as a tree stump, rock, or wall 
is encountered, making it necessary to skip the immedi- 
ate use of a grave site or grave sites, the numbering 
of the graves will still be continued consecutively as 
described above, despite the obstruction; i.e., the sites 
also will be numbered, in this way, certain numbered 
grave sites are left vacant ; but if the obstacle is removed 
they can be used later (fig. 10). 




Figure 10. Obstructed grave sites. 



Row 3 




Row 2 



Rowl 



Figure 11. Dimensions of an individual grave. 
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6. Marking of Graves. 

(1) Last graves used in the cemetery plots will be identified 
by the use of name pegs, or pegs of similar size or con- 
struction. An embossed strip will be fastened to the peg 
and inscribed LAST GRAVE. However, any other suit- 
able way of marking may be used. 

(2) Obstructed grave sites should be marked by the type 
of peg mentioned in (1) above and marked OBSTRUCT- 
ED. The peg marked OBSTRUCTED indicates that no 
body has been buried at the grave site so marked. 

c. Size of Graves. Graves will be 6.5 feet long, 2.5 feet wide, 
and 5 feet deep (if the soil permits) . The minimum depth will be 
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Figure IS. Chart for laying out graves and rows. 
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3 feet. They will be maintained 2 feet apart in a row (fig. 11). 
A space not exceeding 3 feet wide will be left between rows within 
the plot (fig. 12). 

d. Alinement of Graves. Graves will be dug on a line with one 
another so that markers will be in alinement laterally, longitudi- 
nally, and diagonally. 

17. ROADS AND AISLES 

a. Construction. Aisles running from front to rear of a ceme- 
tery between plots will be 11 feet wide. Lateral aisles between 
plots will be 12.5 feet wide. Roads running from front to rear 
between plots will be 20 feet wide. Lateral roads will be 22 feet 
wide. Space required for drainage ditches is included in these 
road-width measurements. All roads within the cemetery area 
will be one-lane. Above dimensions measure distances from edge 
of last grave in plot to edge of first grave in adjoining plot. Road 
construction within and without the cemetery is the responsi- 
bility of engineer personnel. Where engineer service is not avail- 
able, the individual in charge of the cemetery must give considera- 
tion to need, safety, efficiency, and appearances. Road construction 
should begin before burials are made, if possible, to facilitate 
movement in the cemetery. When burials are made before road 
construction can begin, enough space for the construction of roads 
within the cemetery must be set aside. A clear plan for roadways 
should be outlined by stakes or any other feasible method before 
burials are made so that there will be no possibility of burials 
being made within roadway areas. 

b. Grading Notation. When grading has been done in a cemetery 
after burials have been made, a notation of this fact should be 
made on the cemetery map. The map will show the revised ap- 
proximate depths of burials after grading has been finished. If 
the depth of grading varies, the variance by foot depth will be 
noted in every instance. Grading operations within the cemetery 

in some instances result in the depth of the graves being consid- ^ 
erably more than normal. Exact information on grading done is 
necessary in order to locate the remains when later exhumation 
is undertaken. 

18. STRUCTURES 

Permanent structures will not be erected. Available buildings 
or tents will be used consistent with requirements. Normally, an 
administrative tent, a morgue tent, and an effects tent will be 
the minimum requirements (fig. 13). 



A«0 IWIB 



15 



A AiMistntive tiiit G MniEue tent 

B Prqnss'Big am 0 Effects ten 

Figure IS. Cemetery during eomhat operations (suggested layout). 

19. PROCESSING AREA 

a. Planning. The processing area, an open or partly covered 
area for the reception and examination of remains, should be 
laid out adjacent to the morgue tent (fig. 13). Canvas material, 
such as latrine screen, should be used to conceal the remains from 
view as much as possible until identification procedures and prep- 
aration of the remains for burial have been completed. Space for 
walks to reach all remains must be planned. The area should also 
be planned with security in mind. 

b. Processing Numbers. When large numbers of remains are 
being processed, a processing number should be given each space 
for remains in the processing area. This number, which will be 
assigned when the remains enter the processing area, will be 
removed from any records pertaining to the remains when process- 
ing is finished and can. later be reassigned and reused. The 
processing number is carried temporarily on DD Form 568, Grave 
Plot Chart, in the administrative tent and is used instead of the 
deceased's name, grade, service number, and other data. This 
number enables the graves registration personnel to locate the 
remains easily and is a simple record of the receipt of the remains 
until the correct name, grade, and service number can be deter- 
mined. 

20. PARKING AREA 

No permanent parking area will be planned for a temporary 
cemetery during combat operations. Directional signs should in- 
dicate point to which vehicles bearing remains should report. 
Vehicle trafiSc within the cemetery should be limited to that re- 
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quired in connection with grave digging and burial of remains 
under supervision of graves registration personnel. 

21. FENCING 

Fencing at the cemetery should be constructed ot material at 
hand. A four-strand barbed wire fence can be erected quicklv 
and easily. Rock, salvage lumber, and transplanted shrubbery 
can also be used. 

22. GATE 

An entrance gate, made of materials obtained locally, .should 
be constructed while the fence is oeing erected. Experience m- 
dicates the desirability of having just one entrance to a cemetery 
in order to provide effective control ot vehicular traffic. If no 
lence is required, some method of identifying the entrance should 
be used. Posts or pillars of wood or stone may be constructed. 

23. FLAGPOLE 

A suitable flagpole should be erected. The flag will be displayed 
as soon as possible. 




Figure H. Good drainage. 



24. DRAINAGE 

Adequate provision should be made for surface drainage. The 
maximum amount of water to be carried at any one time deter- 
mines the number, size, and type of drainage facilities. A drainage 
ditch should be provided around the perimeter of all sections to 
collect the surface water from the plots and intercept the run-off 
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trom the roads. Wide and shallow ditches with tamped sides and 
Dottom for quick run-off and least maintenance are preferred. 



25. SIGNS 

a. Road Guide Signs. Cemetery road guide signs will be erected 
within the area served (fig. 15). 
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Figure tS. Road guide stgn for cemetery. 
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Figure 16. Installation ngn for cemetery. 
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6. Installation Sign. A temporary installation sign will be erected 
at the entrance to the cemetery immediately after burials are 
begun. The sign should be kept free from concealment (fig. 16). 

Section IV. GRAVES 

26. INDIVIDUAL GRAVES 

a. Use of Stakes. Wooden stakes should be improvised for lo- 
cating individual graves. Two stakes are inserted at the foot of 
each grave site to indicate the grave width for the gravedigger. 
Thus, grave 1 will be fixed by using the plot corner for one stake 




Figure 17. Placing stakes in a plot. 
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and placing another stake 2.5 feet to the right (when facing the 
rear of the cemetery). The next grave will be marked by a stake 
2 feet from the first grave with a companion stake 2.5 feet to 
the right, or a total distance of 7 feet from the plot stake. This 
procedure will be continued for the remaining graves. The stakes 
are set in line by using a guide string between plot corners. When 
using the plot marker as a stake for a grave, laborers must be 
cautioned not to dig within 6 inches of the plot marker, so that it 
will remain undisturbed. Even though that will make grave 1 
of each plot only 6 feet long on one side and the foot of the grave 
only 2 feet wide, the plot marker will not be moved (fig. 17). 

b. Planning Grave Openings. The officer in charge of the ceme- 
tery is responsible for planning the opening of graves to insure 




Figure IS. Digging graves. 
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the rapid burial of all deceased evacuated to the 'cemetery. Close 
contact should be maintained at all times with the collecting points 
to adjust grave-opening plans to varying requirements. Since 
grave numbers must be accurately assigned by personnel prepar- 
ing bodies for burial, the cemetery administrative office and 
morgue must be kept informed at all times of the number and 
location of open graves. 

c. Adverse Soil Conditions. When the soil is too loose to stand, 
or heavy rains threaten to collapse graves if they are dug, the 
trench method of digging may be adapted to the situation. An 
entire row of a plot, including the walls separating adjoining 
graves, may be dug out to a 4-foot depth. The individual grave 
can then be excavated by digging the grave 1 foot deeper. A 
distance of 2 feet between graves will be maintained. 

d. Labor. 

(1) Individual output capacities of laborers vary with their 
morale, physical conditions and experience, nature of 
the soil, tools available, presence of the enemy, and 
weather conditions. As a rough guide, it may be stated 
that in medium soil using standard-size tools, a man in 
good condition can excavate 20 to 30 cubic feet per hour. 
Since a grave contains approximately 81 cubic feet of 
soil (6.5' X 2.5' X 5'), he should be able to excavate one 
grave in 3V2 to 4 hours. 

(2) Gravediggers in the order of their priority are — prison- 
ers of war, local civilians, service troops, and combat 
troops. Care should be taken to insure that gravedig- 
gers, including prisoners of war, are protected from the 
dangers of war. 

27. TRENCH GRAVES 

a. General. Burial by the trench-grave method should be re- 
sorted to only when necessity dictates. The layout and dimensions 
used for the 144-grave plot are applicable to trench burials. 

b. Mechanical Excavations, Four-foot excavations are made by 
bulldozers. Hand digging one foot deeper is necessary for each 
grave. The graves are spaced in the same manner as for normal 
Individual graves. The same care must be used to maintain perfect 
alinement of grave sites. (Engineer assistance in the form of 
mechanical entrenching or other earth-moving equipment, with 
operators, may be requisitioned from engineer units of the com- 
mand where the volume of operation or composition of the soil in 
cemeterial sites justifies). 
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c. Placement of Markers. When burials are to be made in trench 
excavations, extreme care must be taken in placing the grave 
markers. It is particularly important to insure that the marker 
is placed at the grave to which it pertains. Before the bodies are 
Ciuried, grave markers with the body will be checked to insure 
correctness of name and that grave numbers are as indicated 
on the cemetery map and register. 




Figure 19, Trench graven. 



Section V. CARE AND MAINTENANCE 

28. RESPONSIBILITY 

The chief of a graves registration office of a command is re- 
sponsible for the policies governing the care and maintenance of 
the cemetery. Supervision and operation of cemeteries is exercised 
by graves registration personnel. The chief of a graves registra- 
tion office is responsible for periodic inspections. He will see that 
the cemeteries are properly cared for and maintained. 

29. PROCEDURES 

a. Early Stages. While a cemetery is in a zone of operations and 
burials are in progress, maintenance will be held to a minimum. 
Efforts of the graves registration personnel will be directed mainly 
to the following — 

(1) Keeping the site clean and orderly. 
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(2) Replacing each peg marker with a Christian cross, or 
other markers as required. 

(3) Protecting graves from washouts by construction of 
drainage facilities. 

(4) Erecting a fence, if necessary. 

(5) Caring for the flag and pole. 

(6) Erecting a cemetery sign. 

b. Later Stages. During later stages of cemetery development, 
before or after it has been closed to further burials, improvement 
work can be carried on, although no permanent type of improve- 
ments will be made. Prisoners of war or civilian labor should be 
employed for this purpose. The appearance of the cemetery will 
harmonize as much as possible with that of the surrounding 
countryside. Some of the points to emphasize are the following — 

(1) Seeding plots with grass. No flowers or shrubbery should 
be planted in any plots. 

(2) Raising sunken graves by adding earth and seeding or 
sodding. 

(3) Beautifying the entrance to the cemetery. 

(4) Identifying plots and sections by painted signs for the 
benefit of visitors. 

(5) Placing markers uniformly in a line laterally, longitudi- 
nally, and diagonally. Markers will not be removed, 
however, from the grave site to which they pertain. 

(6) Surfacing roads and paths with gravel, crushed stone, or 
other available material. Roads or paths will not be paved. 

(7) Erecting fences for the purpose of establishing bound- 
aries and preventing trespassing. Existing hedges or 
shrubbery may be trimmed and used mstead of fences. 

(8) Erecting simple temporary structures when burials are 
finished. A superintendent's quarters should be provided 
as well as tool and supply sheds. Existmg buildings virill 
be used for these purposes wherever possible. 

(9) Improving the flagpole, if required, by painting or re- 
placement. A clean, untorn flag will be displayed daily 
from sunrise to sunset. The post flag will be used in 
pleasant weather and the storm flag in inclement weather. 

(10) Keeping the cemetery clean and orderly. Cemetery ap- 
paratus and tools will be kept out of sight as much as 
possible. 

30. CEREMONIES 

Memorial ceremonies should be held on appropriate anniver- 
saries and on national memorial holidays when circumstances 
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permit. If civilian authorities indicate a desire to participate, 
tiiey will be invited to send representatives to attend the cere- 
monies and decorate graves. 

31. PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographing of any grave in a cemetery outside the conti- 
nental limits of the United States except for official purposes is 
prohibited. When a cemetery has been appropriately landscaped, 
photographs depicting a general view of the cemetery may be 
taken. 

Section VI. VACATING A CEMETERY 

32. REMOVAL OF REMAINS 

At times all remains must be removed from a cemetery. Gener- 
ally cemeteries will be vacated only to provide for final disposition. 

33. REHABILITATION 

Cemetery maintenance personnel will clear debris, level the 
ground, and otherwise rehabilitate the area. If any graves are 
left, the maintenance of the cemetery will continue until the re- 
mains are removed or until custody of the cemetery is transferred 
to another government. 

34. TRANSFER OF LAND 

When all remains have been removed from the cemetery, the 
cemetery graves registration unit will prepare the land for return 
to its owners. Appropriate headquarters will be notified to arrange 
tor the return of the land. When reporting the vacating of a ceme- 
tery to the higher headquarters concerned, the report will indicate 
condition of the land being vacated. 
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CHAPTER 3 
SEARCH, RECOVERY, AND EVACUATION 



Section L SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

35. GENERAL 

a. Search. Searches will be conducted to locate all unrecovered 
dead, including those unburied and those in isolated graves. If the 
remains are not immediately recoverable, specific location and 
other pertinent information must be recorded for later use in 
recovery and identification of the remains. Casualty reports, 
missing persons supplementary reports, and information furnished 
by units and others will ordinarily be the sources of data for 
planning searches. 

b. Recovery. Remains located as a result of searches or other 
means will be removed to temporary cemeteries, identified if pos- 
sible, and given proper burial. Care must be taken to record all 
pertinent information as to where the remains were found, air- 
craft identifying number, information furnished by local official, 
etc. 

36. PROTECTION OF PERSONNEL 

a. Mines and Booby Traps. During search and recovery opera- 
tions every precaution will be taken to protect living personnel 
from booby traps and antipersonnel mines which may have been 
placed near, under, or on remains by the enemy. See FM 5-31 
and TM 9-1940. 

6. Contaminated Remains. Following a chemical attack, graves 
registration personnel conducting evacuation and burial of bodies 
contaminated by a vesicant chemical agent will be equipped with 
protective clothing, impermeable gloves, and gas masks. Bodies 
will be tagged "G". 

37. SEARCH AND RECOVERY OF UNBURIED DEAD 

a. Search. 

(1) The search for unburied dead is necessary because the 
forward movement of battle or the lack of personnel and 



AGO lOSlB 



25 



time have not allowed for proper burial measures. Acci- 
dents in rear areas may also require search for unburied 
dead. Since both training and instinct prompt troops to 
utilize every available means of shelter and concealment, 
bodies may be found behind banks, mounds, hedges, 
rocks, trees, fallen logs, stream banks, trenches, and 
ruined structures. Following battles at beachheads, ports, 
or other localities near seas, rivers, or iakes, remains 
may be found in sunken military vehicles, vessels, land- 
ing craft, and aircraft. 
(2) Plane crashes frequently occur in mountainous terrain, 
densely forested areas, or other areas to which access 
may be difficult. Air-crash dead may also be found in the 
combat zone during forward movements. The unit graves 
registration officer discovering or informed of the loca- 
tion of the dead is responsible for recovery, burial, and 
report. 
b. Recovery. 

(1) All clothing, equipment, personal effects, or identifying 
media believed to be associated with the remains, will 
be forwarded with the remains to the collecting point 
or cemetery in order to verify or facilitate identification, 
and will not be removed until identification has been 
made. After identification has been made, the effects will 
be forwarded to the appropriate supply installation of the 
Service concerned. 

(2) Each body, when not under examination, will be kept 
covered from the time of recovery until buried. 

(S) Recovery of air-crash victims or those found in burned 
ships or burned vehicles requires the collection of bodies 
or parts of bodies, gathering of all identification media 
found on bodies or from the remnants of the plane, and 
assembly of all effects and government-issue property. 
The place of the body or bodies in the ship, plane, tank, 
or other vehicle will be indicated on burial reports. Name 
and number of ship and serial and manufacturer's num- 
bers of the plane or vehicle will be included if possible. 



38. HASTILY BURIED DEAD 

a. Definition. Hastily buried dead are the remains of personnel 
interred in shallow graves in combat areas and subject to later 
reburial in a temporary cemetery, 

b. General. Graves of hastily buried dead may have been marked 
by various methods, or they may even have been left unmarked. 
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depending on time and materials available, and on other condi- 
tions at the time of burial. Location of all such burials when found 
should be plotted on a map or sketch, and reported to the appro- 
priate graves registration officer. 

c. Search. In combat areas where troops are known to have 
tallen, searchers will investigate any disturbances in the ground 
that may indicate a hasty burial. 

d. Recovery. 

(1) Care will be used in exhuming remains from shallow 
graves. Every effort will be made to find identification 
media and personal effects. Map coordinates of the exact 
spot where the exhumation took place will be recorded 
and be accompanied by a rough sketch of the location 
showing prominent landmarks. 

(2) Recovery of the dead buried in graves without surface 
markers require exhumation at that time, or marking of 
the grave for future recovery Identification of the re- 
mains will be made if possible at the grave site. A 
thorough search of the soil of the grave will be made for 
any missing parts of the remains. All effects and iden- 
tification media found on the remains will be noted on 
the report of interment. 

39. RECOVERY OF ISOLATED BURIALS 

a. Definition. Isolated burials are those burials located in areas 
other than temporary military cemeteries. Isolated burials are 
frequently made by civilian authorities in local cemeteries. 

6. Recovery. 

(1) Recovery of isolated burials consists in the exhumation 
of the remains, plus all the effects and discoverable iden- 
tifying media, and their evacuation to the nearest tem- 
porary cemetery. Data on records of local authorities 
concerning circunostances of death and burial will be 
noted in report of the recovery parly. 

(2) Where exhumation of the remains by the recovery party 
is not feasible, a detailed record of the grave location 
and surroundings will be reported to serve as a guide 
for subsequent recovery efforts. 



Section II. EVACUATION 

40. GENERAL 

Evacuation is the removal of the remains or recoverable parts 
of the remains from the place of death to a temporary cemetery 
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for burial. In the combat zone, evacuation usually is accomplished 
m two phases: first, removal of the remains from the place of 
de^th to the collecting point; second, transportation of the re- 
mains from the collecting point to the cemetery. Evacuation of 
the remains from the place of death to the collecting point may 
be performed by combat troops, service troops, or graves registra- 
tion personnel. Evacuation of the remains from the collecting 
point to the cemetery is normally performed by gra\^s registration 
personnel. In certain instances, such as during landing opera- 
tions, evacuation is made directly from the place of death to the 
nearest cemetery. Direct evacuation may also be practicable when 
death has occurred near a cemetery. In transporting remains to 
.cemeteries, main supply routes should be avoided wherever pos- 
sible. Every effort will be made to transport the dead in a manner 
and by a route that will attract as little attention as possible. 

41. RESPONSIBILITY 

The unit commander is responsible that the remains of every 
man in his unit who dies are properly evacuated to a collecting 
point or an established temporary cemetery. When such evacua- 
tion is not possible and hasty burial is required, he is responsible 
mat the grave is properly marked and that the pertinent facts are 
reported as soon as possible to the graves registration personnel 
operating in his sector. 

42. PREPARATION 

a. Shrouding. Remains will be covered, if practicable, before 
being transported. 

b. Care of Partial Remains. Where only partial remains are 
recovered to be evacuated, the part or parts will be wrapped in 
a blianket, bag, or suitable container. Even if only a small part of 
the body is left for burial, the part should be handled carefully 
and correct identification accomplished if possible. 

jiC. Preparation of Reports. Preparation of Report (s) of In- 
terment is the responsibility of graves registration personnel, 
who will also prepare identification statements, if necessary. 

d. Care of Effects. It is desirable that personal elfects remain 
on the body until it reaches the cemetery. Remains awaiting 
evacuation to a cemetery will be guarded by at least two men at 
all times in order to prevent pilfering. Where identification is 
incomplete or unknown, all government-issue equipment will be 
forwarded with tiie remains. 
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43. COLLEaiNG POINTS 



a. Location. The locations of collecting points or centers for the 
reception, identification, and evacuation of the dead are given in 
administrative orders of the appropriate headquarters so that 
the information will be available to all interested combat and 
service organizations. Normally, the collecting point is moved, 
as the tactical situation demands, where it can best serve the 
troops. Road guide signs indicating the location of the collecting 
point for using units should be prepared and erected as soon 
as possible. 

b. Procedures. Procedures to be followed when remains are re- 
ceived at a collecting point are as follows — 

(1) Carefully examine all remains to verify or establish 
identity. 

(2) Prepare emergency medical tag if the remains do not 
have one and medical personnel are available to prepare 
the form. 

(3) Assign an evacuation number to unidentified dead. This 
number identifies unknown dead until the body arrives 
at the cemetery and further identification procedures 
are undertaken. 

(4) Initiate a register of the remains. The register will in- 
clude the following information: Name, gtade, service 
number, evacuation number, place of death (indicated by 
coordinates), names of persons delivering the body to 
the collecting point, time and date the body was received 
at collecting point, and the time and date the body was 
evacuated to the cemetery. 

(5) Seek additional information and evidence, if needed, to 
establish identity of the deceased. Personnel of collecting 
points must make persistent efforts to find identification 
media. 
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CHAPTER 4 
IDENTIFICATION 



Section I. GENERAL PROCEDURES 

44. RESPONSiBIUTY 

o. Commanders. Graves registration personnel are responsible 
for the supervision and execution of procedures connected with 
identification. Unit graves registration officers in a theater of 
operations are responsible for coordination of graves registration 
activities within the unit concerned. They must see that personnel 
are provided where necessary to supplement graves registration 
personnel in performing identification tasks. 

b. Medical Personnel. Medical personnel are charged with iden- 
tification of the dead when an individual dies while in their 
custody. If death occurs during evacuation of the wounded or 
after the wounded are taken to medical installations, medical 
personnel establish the cause and certainty of death and aid in 
making identification. Medical personnel also frequently establish 
identification of the dead and record required information con- 
cerning cause of death, etc., for cases which are killed in action. 
This is done only insofar as the tactical situation permits and is 
not a responsibility of the medical personnel concerned. In addi- 
tion, medical personnel are attached to graves registration units 
for the purpose of assisting, among other things, in the prepara- 
tion of the necessary record indicating identification, cause of 
death, etc., in casualties where no medical record has been pre- 
pared or has accompanied the remains. Such cases include many 
killed in action cases where tagging by medical personnel has not 
been accomplished. 

45. IMPORTANCE 

The following points are most important in identification pro- 
cedures : 

a. Thoroughness and utmost resourcefulness in examining all 
possible clues to identification. 

b. Care in preserving all identifying media. 
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c. Thoroughness and accuracy in the preparation of forms and 
reports in connection with identification. 

d. Use of personal identification when feasible. An individual 
acquainted with the deceased should verify the identification if 
possible. 

46. IDENTIFYING MEDIA 

The term "identifying media" means all articles found on or 
associated with the remains that give clues to the identity of the 
remains. 

a. Usual Media. 

(1) Personal effects. Personal effects that may furnish infor- 
mation which assists in identifying remains are wallets, 
letters, diaries, notebooks, engraved jewelry, and foun- 
tain pens and mechanical pencils with the owner's name 
inscribed thereon. 

(2) Military equipment and records. The two identification 
tags worn as prescribed are important items of military 
equipment used in the identification of the dead. Other 
items of military equipment or records often used to 
assist in the establishment of identification are chevrons, 
ribbons, weapons, web belts, helmet liners, shoes, cloth- 
ing, theater identification cards, pay books or pay data 
cards, and motor vehicle operators' permits. 

&. Principal Media. The above t3T)es of identifying media are 
not reliable enough to establish identity without a doubt. Media 
of the following types are of prime importance — 

(1) Fingerprints. Fingerprints (par. 50) should always be 
obtained wherever possible, regardless of other identify- 
ing media, in order to verify identity or to identify 
remains. 

(2) Dental charts. Dental charts (par. 51) are a most im- 
portant means of identification because of the lasting 
quality of this type of evidence. 

(3) Photography. Photography (par. 52) may be used to 
establish identity. Views of the head — frontal and pro- 
file — and of the torso and tips of the fingers, where it is 
impossible to fingerprint the individual, are desirable. 

(4) Physical characteristics. A description of physical char- 
acteristics (par. 5S) of unidentified deceased is a ne- 
cessity. 

(5) Laundry marks. All laundry or manufacturers' marks 
on clothing (par. 54) must be recorded on the Report 
of Interment for use in attempting to identify unidenti- 
fied remains. 
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(6) Place of death. Data as to place of death should be ob- 
tained by collecting point personnel if possible and 
entered on DD Form 567, Report of Recovery of Un- 
known. Accurate grid coordinates will be entered on the 
register of remains kept at collecting point (par. 436) 
and shown on the Report of Interment (par. 73). 

(7) Former place of burial or recovery. Information on any 
former place of burial or recovery, when compared with 
other information, is of great importance for identifica- 
tion purposes. Cross-reference notations giving the 
names of other deceased, if any, found or buried in the 
vicinity, will be made on the Report (s) of Interment. 

(8) Recognition statements. Signed statements of personal 
recognition, especially when made by friends or acquaint- 
ances of long standing, are helpful in establishing identi- 
fication of remains. The basis of recognition of the 
remains should be physical characteristics such as marks, 
deformities, or unusual body or facial characteristics. 
Recognition statements should be noted on DD Form 565, 
Certificate of Identity, after the individuals concerned 
have viewed the body or photographs of the body. 

(9) Weapon, equipment, vehicle, and plane numbers. Serial 
numbers on weapons, equipment, vehicles, and planes are 
invaluable in establishing association or identification. 
When available, they must be recorded on Report (s) of 
Interment. If not recorded at the time of evacuation and 
burial, such data may be lost forever and later identifica- 
tion may be made difficult or impossible. 

(10) Emergency medical tag. The emergency medical tag 
may be used as a means of identification when signed 
by authorized medical personnel. In those cases where it 
is necessary for the attached medical personnel of graves 
registration units to complete the emergency medical tag, 
the cause of death will be determined as accurately as 
possible, prefixed by the letters KIA if the deceased has 
been killed in action. An individual who dies as a result 
of a battle wound or injury prior to reaching any medical 
treatment facility will be regarded as killed in action. 
Information on emergency medical tags will be entered 
on burial reports. 

(11) Aeeeptahility of identifying media. In establishing iden- 
tification, single-item evidence may be accepted as con- 
clusive provided there is no contradictory evidence. 
Contradictory evidence may be information in or on 
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personal papers, effects, or military equipment not agree- 
ing with the name shown on the identification tag 
attached to the remains. All such information must be 
listed on the Report of Interment. Wherever possible, 
letters, cards, and other items of personal effects on the 
body supporting the identity as otherwise determined 
will be listed in the space provided on the Report of 
Interment. The initial identification performed before 
the remains are evacuated to the place of burial will be 
verified by graves registration personnel at the cemetery 
before burial is made. 
(12) Inconclusive evidence. Inconclusive evidence may be a 
wallet, letter, or document bearing the name of the 
deceased but not substantiated by other data. When the 
evidence of identification is inconclusive, the deceased 
will be considered unknown and buried as unknown. 
However, the believed-to-be identity will be shown on 
burial records. The evidence used in support of the 
believed-to-be identity will be entered on the Report of 
Interment in the space provided. 

47. IDENTIFICATION CATEGORIES 

Cemetery personnel will classify remains into one of the follow- 
ing categories — 

a. Identified. Remains that are Identified beyond any reasonable 
doubt. 

b. Unknown, Those remains for which there is not enough evi- 
dence to establish identity. 

48. REDUCING UNKNOWN BURIALS 

Careful processing of unknowns will reduce their number. 
Graves registration personnel should be thoroughly tramed in 
such processing. They should be instructed to handle remains care- 
fully to prevent destroying or losing clues to identification. They 
should be able to estimate the value of clues, and be aware of the 
need for unremitting, tireless efforts to establish identity. No 
unidentified case is finally closed. 

Section II. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 

49. GENERAL 

Special procedures for the identification of remains will be used 
at the cemetery before a body is buried. These will include finger- 
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printing, dental charting, photographing of remains, description 
of physical characteristics of remains and examination of clothing 
sizes and marks. 

50. FINGERPRINTS 

Fingerprints of the fingers of each hand will be taken as soon 
as possible. They should be taken before an attempt is made to 
establish identity by personal recognition or other means. If a 
complete set of fingerprints cannot be obtained, impressions should 
be made of all fingers that will give a legible imprint. Impressions 
will be made on the reverse side of the Report of Interment 
(par. 73). 

a. Normal Procedure. The fingers of a deceased person are 
cleansed with soap and water or the cleaning fluid in the finger- 
print kit. From a position just behind the deceased's shoulders, 
the technician lifts the deceased's arm as though extending it 
above the head. This movement automatically extends the fingers. 
While the arm is held in this position, each finger is inked by being 
brought in contact with the inking plate. The fingerprint form 
(reverse side of Report of Interment), which has previously been 
folded and inserted in the slots of the fingerprint shovel is firmly 
gripped and each of the deceased's fingers pressed in the hollow 
of the spoon. The finger should not be rolled in the shovel, since 
the placing of the finger in the hollow of the shovel gives the rolled 
impression (fig. 20). In taking fingerprints the following points 
must be kept in mind — 

(1) The deceased's hands should be clean, so that dirt will not 
hide important patterns in the skin and leave misleading 
markings. 

(2) In inclement weather precautions should be taken to 
keep the fingers dry. 

(8) Too much ink will hide the ridges (black lines). Too 
little ink will produce ridges that are so faint they cannot 
be counted or traced by fingerprint classifiers. Thin or 
weak ink will run and obscure the ridges. 

(4) The surface of the first joint between the edges of the 
nail of each finger should be inked evenly and lightly so 
that the prints will be black, sharp in appearance, and 
with lines that can be easily traced. 

(5) The sequence of finger impressions on the Report of 
Interment must coincide with the sequence of fingers on 
each hand. 
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Figure tO. Fingerprinting. 

b. Special Procedure. 

(1) Clear impressions may be made of fingers with shriveled 
flesh by injecting water or hot paraffin beneath the skin 
with a hypodermic needle. 

(2) When fingerprinting badly decomposed fingers, an intact 
section should be selected and a portion of the skin re- 
moved with a scalpel or tweezers. After removal, the skin 
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portion may be placed on a finger of the technician. It is 
then inked and imprinted directly on the Report of Inter- 
ment without use of a fingerprint shovel. 
(3) Where it is impossible to make imprints of badly decom- 
posed fingers, photographs may be taken of the finger 
tips. When photographs are enlarged, they can be com- 
pared with the original fingerprints on file in Washington. 

51. DENTAL CHARTS 

DD Form 569, Identification Dental Chart, will be made in 
every case to the extent possible without mutilation, as one of the 
basic factors in identification. The teeth must be cleaned prior to 
charting. If the teeth have fallen away from the jaws, they may 
be found in the base of the skull or in the area around the skull. 
Great care should be taken to record information properly on 
DD Form 569. Form 569 will be attached to the original copy of 
the Report of Interment. (See appendix I.) 

52. PHOTOGRAPHING REAAAINS 

Views of the face — ^front and profile — and of the body will be 
taken, if the identity is unknown, in order to show scars, marks, 
tattoos, etc. The pictures should be developed immediately so that 
they may be sent to units that operated in the area where the de- 
ceased was found on the date death is presumed to have occurred. 
Recognition statements will be requested in order to substantiate 
or establish identity of the remains, if recognized. Photographs 
will be shown only to those personnel required to inspect them for 
identification purposes. 

53. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

a. Remains. A detailed description of the physical character- 
istics of the remains will always be made where identity cannot 
be established. Details will be entered as precisely as possible on 
the Report of Interment or on an attached sheet. An accurate de- 
scription will be made of tattoos, birthmarks, prominent scars, 
deformities, wounds, missing members, and evidences of old in- 
cisions or operations. Height should be measured with the remains 
stretched full length. The height will be from the bottom of the 
heels to the top of the head. 

6. Skeletons. The bone structure will be examined thoroughly 
for evidences of fractures incurred during the lifetime of the 
deceased. Any peculiarities or deformities will be recorded. Bones 
will be listed by name. When only a few bones are found, they 
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should be classified and identified as nearly as possible according 
to the chart for skeletal frames (app. II). 

54. CLOTHING SIZES AND MARKS 

Clothing sizes and marks are found in articles such as helmet 
liners, web belts, shoes, and other clothing. No item of equipment 
will be overlooked. Laundry marks as identifying media must be 
used with caution since clothing exchange in connection with bath 
units is a frequent practice in combat areas. 

Section III. PROCEDURES FOR GROUPS OF REMAINS 

55. IDENTIFICATION BY CREW LISTINGS 

Normally, groups of remains resulting from airplane crashes, 
ship sinking, burned tanks, or other disasters can be associated 
and possibly identified by checking lists of crew members. Organi- 
zational lists usually are available showing the crew complement 
of the plane, ship, or tank at the take-oflf or start of action. Com- 
parison of organizational lists with identifying media and remains 
usually results in the identification of some or all cases. 

56. SEGREGATION 

Group remains will be segregated where possible. Individual 
identification will be accomplished when possible. When individual 
identification is not possible, interment will be made in individual 
graves provided segregation is accomplished. Reports of Interment 
will be cross-referenced to show composition of the group. 

Section IV. PROCEDURES FOR ENEMY DEAD 

57. GENERAL 

Remains of enemy dead will be identified insofar as practicable 
by the procedures outlined for United States dead. Documents 
found on enemy dead will be used for identification in the absence 
of identification tags. The documents will be disposed of in accord- 
ance with regulations dealing with documents found on the enemy. 

58. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

Personal effects of enemy dead will not be removed for intelli- 
gence purposes except as described below. Under no circumstances 
will identification tags be removed from enemy dead by anyone, 
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including intelligence personnel. However, documents such as mili- 
tary maps, overlays, orders, and paybooks may be removed for 
investigation by intelligence personnel. 

a. When papers of United States, allied, or enemy deceased 
personnel must be examined by intelligence personnel, the papers 
desired will be turned over to the intelligence officer requesting 
them, and a receipt will be taken. The fact that the papers have 
been removed for intelligence purposes will be noted on the copy 
of the inventory of effects. After examination of the papers is 
completed, they will be returned to the appropriate destination 
with the notation that the material may be released as directed 
by the appropriate intelligence officer. 

6. Classified material or material warranting classification will 
be withdrawn from the effects and submitted to the appropriate 
intelligence officer (or representative) for review and disposition. 
Materials that may be released will be forwarded to the appropri- 
ate destination. A signed notation prepared by the intelligence 
officer will accompany the papers, indicating that the materials 
may be released. 
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CHAPTER 5 
BURIALS AND GRAVE MARKING 



Section I. BURIALS 

59. GENERAL 

Burials should be accomplished as rapidly as existing situations 
will permit. They should be made in established cemeteries when 
possible. All burials, whether at sea or on land will be made with- 
out distinction as to grade, branch of military service, organiza- 
tion, race, color, sex, or creed. 

60. RESPONSiBIUTY 

Unit officers are responsible for effecting interments when 
burials at sea, hasty, or isolated burials are necessary. When 
cemetery burials are made, graves registration officers are respon- 
sible for carrying out all procedures connected with burial. When 
collecting points are established, responsibility of unit personnel 
for burials ends when the remains are turned over to the personnel 
operating the collecting point. From that time on, the graves 
registration personnel normally operating the collecting point and 
the cemetery are responsible for preparation of records and burial 
procedures. 

61. PROCEDURES AT CEMETERIES 

a. Plan for Operations. A suggested plan for operations at a 
cemetery is given below. The plan may be adapted to meet the 
particular situation — 

(1) Upon arrival at the cemetery, forms and reports that 
pertain to the body or bodies will be turned over to the 
graves registration personnel. 

(2) A processing team will examine the remains for identi- 
fication media. The team consists of a graves registration 
technician who examines the body for identification 
media, and a graves registration clerk who records iden- 
tification information on a work copy of the Report of 
Interment. When identity is established and all necessary 
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information has been obtained, one identification tag will 
be removed and attached to the grave marker. The other 
identification tag will be affixed to the body. Personal 
effects also will be removed and put in the personal effects 
bag. After necessary information has been obtained, the 
Emergency Medical Tag WD AGO Form 8-26, or Emer- 
gency Treatment Tag, AF Form 38, will be removed 
from the remains at the time of interment either by 
attached medical personnel or some responsible member 
of the burial party. Whenever identification of the re- 
mains is impossible at the time of interment, notation 
will be made of the place of burial, i.e., location of ceme- 
tery, plot, row, and grave, in order that the Surgeon 
General may have a means of securing additional infor- 
mation at a later time. The collected Emergency Medical 
Tags and /or Emergency Treatment Tags will be trans- 
mitted by attending medical personnel to the medical 
organization to which they are assigned or attached for 
forwarding with the organization Report of Sick and 
Wounded (WD AGO Form 8-23) ; Outpatient Report 
(DD Form 444) ; or Morbidity Report (DD Form 442). 
If identification cannot be made, all possible clues to iden- 
tity will be recorded on the Report of Interment prior 
to burial. 

(3) Remains will be buried in the clothes in which they are 
received, except for the shoes, which will be removed and 
turned in for salvage. The remains will be wrapped in a 
shroud when processing is finished and effects have been 
removed. The shroud may consist of a mattress cover, 
blanket, shelter half, or poncho. 

(4) If the remains are unidentified, an unknown X-number 
will be assigned to the body and entered on the records 
by the processing team. At the same time, the unknown 
X-number will be entered on the cemetery records. If 
the case is identified, the name, grade, and service num- 
ber wiH be entered on the records. 

(5) A grave number, taken from the Grave Plot Chart of the 
cemetery, will be assigned to the remains upon comple- 
tion of the processing. The grave number will be written 
on a slip of paper or a tag and attached to the remains. 
The same number will be entered on the cemetery and 
burial records (including the grave marker), and will 
be verified. 
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{6) An embossed plate will be prepared and attached, to- 
gether with one of the identification tags, to the grave 
marker. Nailing is the most satisfactory method of 
attaching tags to markers. Grave markers will be assem- 
bled, painted, and stacked near the morgue tent as far 
ahead of time as possible. 

(7) The appropriate grave marker will be placed with the 
remains after the body is shrouded, tagged, put on a 
litter, and ready for burial. The body will be moved on 
the litter to the grave site. 

(8) Before the body is lowered into the grave, a check will 
be made to be sure that the grave number on the body, 
the grave number on the grave marker, and the grave 
location correspond. Name and serial number on the 
marker will be checked against the Report of Interment. 
The body will be placed in the grave face upwards with 
the head of the deceased to the rear of the cemetery. 
If a container with a part or parts of a body is to be 
buried, the container will be placed near the head of the 
grave. 

(9) One of the two identification tags will be securely at- 
tached to the body when it is buried. If there is only one 
tag, this tag will be buried with the body. If both tags 
are missing, all identifying data, including fingerprints, 
will be recorded on an additional Report of Interment. 
This report of interment will be placed in a burial bottle, 
canteen, empty cartridge case, or other watertight con- 
tainer and buried with the remains. 

(10) Personal effects will be placed in effects bags, sealed and 
gathered into effects pouches or strongly boxed for ship- 
ment. Personal effects will be listed on the Report of 
Interment or on a separate sheet attached thereto. 

b. Burial Services. A burial service, with the assistance of a 
chaplain of an appropriate faith, should be provided at temporary 
cemeteries for all individuals subject to United States military 
law. Military ceremonies will normally be accorded to military 
personnel only. Burials will be conducted in a reverent and solemn 
manner. While remains are being buried and religious services 
are in progress, the flag will be flown at half-staff. Enemy dead 
will also be honorably buried, if possible, according to the rites 
of the religion to which they belong. 

c. Caskets. Caskets or boxes for burial will be permitted in the 
field when the supply of labor and materials is abundant enough. 
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As a general rule, however, very iew burials of military personnel 
will be made in caskets or boxes under combat conditions. 

d. Embalming. Embalming or preserving of bodies will not be 
accomplished when burial is to be made under combat conditions. 

e. Procedures for Individual Unknowns. When the identity of 
a deceased is unknown, the body will be given a number prefixed 
by the letter X. This number will be entered on DD Form 568, all 
records and reports, and the grave marker. The first unknown case 
should be assigned the number X-1, the next unknown should be 
assigned the number X-2, and so on, for each cemetery. All records 
and references to unknowns will designate same as unknown X-1, 
X-2, etc., followed by the name of the cemetery. When an unknown 
has been identified, the superseded X-number will not be used 
again for a new unknown. Any new unknown will be assisrned a 
new X-number. 

f. Procedures for Group Burials. Special care will be taken in 
wrapping remains for group burials. Remains will be securely 
wrapped and buried as a single unit, if possible. All remains that 
can be identified as belonging to individuals will be segregated and 
buried as individual unknown cases. When remains from a group 
burial are segregated and identified, information regarding the 
removal of such remains will be included on the group burial rec- 
ords. All remains in a single group burial will be identified with 
the same X-number. To mark the grave properly, several zinco- 
graph plates may be prepared consolidating burial information, 
and all duplicate identification tags available will be attached to 
the marker. 

g. Hospital Remains. Bodies from field or base hospitals will be 
identified and buried in the same manner as others. Cemetery per- 
sonnel will not be responsible for the disposal or burial of anatomi- 
cal parts occasioned by surgical operations at hospitals. 

h. Cremated Remains. 

(1) The ashes of completely cremated remains that can be 
segregated from other remains will be placed in a sepa- 
rate container and buried in a normal-sized grave. The 
Report of Interment will indicate that the body or bodies 
were received in a cremated state. When there are two 
identification tags for each deceased person, one will be 
buried in the container with the ashes and the other 
afiixed to the grave marker. If there are no identification 
tags, an additional Report of Interment to take the place 
of these tags will be filled out. It will be placed in a 
burial bottle, canteen, empty cartridge case, or other 
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watertight container and fastened to the container hold- 
ing the ashes. 

(2) Partially cremated remains will be buried in accordance 
with normal procedures. 
i. Contaminated Remains. Remains contaminated by a vesicant 
chemical agent will be kept separate from other remains. Process- 
ing will be done in one place in the processing area which will be 
decontaminated afterwards. Personnel working on contaminated 
remains will wear gas masks, protective clothing, and impermeable 
gloves, when necessary. 

62. ISOLATED BURIALS 

Isolated burials are burials not made in an established military 
cemetery for reasons of expediency. Procedures should conform 
to the normal cemetery-type burial to the maximum degree that 
conditions permit. Burials made by civilian populace are included 
in this category. 

63. BURIALS WHEN DEATH OCCURS AT SEA 

a. General. When death occurs aboard a ship and transfer to 
shore for burial cannot be accomplished within reasonable time 
limitations, or is inadvisable, burial at sea is permissible. How- 
ever, every effort should be made to preserve the remains for 
burial on land. When burial at sea is made, religious services 
and military honors will be provided. A flag will be used to drape 
the remains before burial. Remains will be weighted so as to sink 
below the surface of the water. 

6. Effects. For Army and Air Force personnel, personal effects 
will accompany the remains if a land burial is to be made. Dispo- 
sition of effects will be made at the cemetery. If a land burial is 
to be made for Navy or Marine Corps personnel, personal effects 
will be forwarded in the most expeditious manner to the appro- 
priate supply installation for shipment to next of kin or other 
disposition. When burial is to be made at sea, the effects will be 
processed and prepared for shipment. Afterward the effects will 
be turned over to the transportation or appropriate supply officer 
at the first United States port of call for appropriate disposition. 
A receipt for the effects vsill be obtained from the officer who 
accepts said effects at the port of call and filed with the records 
of tile vessel. 

c. Reports. Report (s) of Interment when burials are made at 
sea will be prepared to indicate the place of burial in terms of 
longitude and latitude and turned over to the transportation or 
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appropriate supply officer at the first United States port of call 
with the effects. 

d. Identification Tags. For Army and Air Force personnel, one 
identification tag will be buried at sea with the remains and the 
other will be sent with the original Report of Interment. For Navy 
or Marine Corps personnel, the identification tag will not be buried 
with the remains but will be sent to the next of kin. 

Section II. MARKING OF GRAVES 

64. TYPES OF AAARKERS 

a. The Christian cross and the Star of David will be used as 
markers in temporary cemeteries. 

(1) Crosses will be used to mark the graves of those of 
Christian faith (A, fig. 21) . 
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A. Christian Cron 
Figure SI. Markers. 



(2) Stars of David will be used to mark the graves of those 
of the Jewish faith (B, fig. 21). 

(3) Other types of markers are authorized when applicable. 
6. When a supply of these markers is lacking in Army ceme- 
teries, the V-shaped wooden name peg (fig. 22) is authorized for 
temporary use until it can be replaced with the cross, the Star of 
David, or other types, when applicable. 
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Figure £1 — Continued. 
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Figure 22. V-shaped peg. 

65. GRAVE AAARKING 

a. General Procedures. When a grave number is assigned to a 
remains, a zincograph plate (fig. 23) will be prepared and will be 
attached to the marker. Each zincograph plate will be embossed 
as follows — 
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First line: Grade and name of deceased (first name, middle 

initial, last name) . 
Second line: Service number and organization. 

Third line: Date of death. 

Fourth line: Grave location (plot, row, and grave number). 



SGT- RICHARD DOE 
34721324 CO D 135 INF 

D5ED 14 JAN 51 ^ 
PLOT A ROW 6 GR 67 
GRS 



U" 



Figure 2S. Zincograph plate with the information of the deeeaaed. 

h. Marking Cemetery Burials. As soon as burial is made and 
the grave filled with earth and tamped down, the marker will be 
erected at the grave. Markers will be set on the center line at the 
head of the grave with the zincograph plate and identification 
tag facing the grave. They will be inserted into the ground so that 
the top of the marker is 23 inches above ground. Markers will 
be alined laterally, transversely, and diagonally. However, mark- 
ers which are later found to be out of alinement will not under 
any circumstances be moved from the grave site to which they 
pertain in order to improve appearances. 

c. Marking Allied or Enemy Bunala. Grave locations will be 
marked with a temporary peg marker. Attached to the marker 
will be a metal strip with "Allied Dead" or "Enemy Dead," as 
appropriate, inscribed thereon. 

d. Marking Contaminated Burials. The marker over the grave 
of a body contaminated by a chemical agent will be marked with 
a large "G" as a warning to the reburial team that later may seek 
to disinter the body. The "G" will be shown on the g^ave marker, 
and on the grave plot chart and other records maintained at the 
cemetery. 
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CHAPTER 6 
DISINTERMENT 



66. DISINTERMENT PROCEDURES 

a. General. The graves registration officer in charge will give 

instructions for excavating after he has satisfied himself as to 
the correct location and the circumstances of the initial inter- 
ment as indicated on available records. No admittance will be 
permitted to other than those officially connected with the opera- 
tion. Local labor (not prisoners of war) working under careful 
supervision may be employed for cemetery disinterments. 

b. Single-Grave Disinterments. When a single grave is to be 
opened elsewhere than in a military cemetery, workers will dig as 
nearly as possible within the bounds of the original grave. Care 
will be taken to prevent defacing adjacent graves. If identification 
media are found on the marker they will be removed and placed 
with the remains and recorded, or a clear sketch made of the 
evidence and included with the Report of Disinterment. 

c. Procedures for Lost Remains. If the remains cannot be lo- 
cated after digging the normal 5 feet, excavators will dig deeper 
into the ground until the hardened condition of the earth indi- 
cates that no burial was possible. A Report of Disinterment 
should be filed stating the facts of the case and that no remains 
were found. 

d. Trench Disinterments. Trench disinterments are most easily 
accomplished in military cemeteries when all graves in a plot are 
to be opened. An entire row at a time is excavated by digging a 
wide shallow trench over the bodies. From that point on, each 
disinterment is disposed of separately. Care will be taken to keep 
each grave marker in the correct position relative to the individual 
grave while the trench is being dug. After the shallow trench has 
been dug, each grave marker, if moved, will be replaced at the 
head of the proper grave, awaiting the disinterment of the in- 
dividual remains. 

e. Cremated Remains. When a body is found to have been cre- 
mated before burial, every effort will be made to recover the 
ashes, any parts of the remains that were not consumed by the 
flames, and buried identification media. The Report of Disinter- 
ment will indicate that cremated remains were found. 
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/. Groups of Remains. Where possible, groups will be kept to- 
gether as a unit, examined, and compared with available informa- 
tion. Efforts will be made to segregate individual remains. 

67. REMOVAL OF REMAINS 

a. Procedures. When the remains have been reached they will 
be sprayed with a liquid spray deodorant (containing DDT), and 
placed on an improvised litter (such as blanket or shelter-half). 
A thorough search will be made of the soil surrounding the re- 
mains for all identifying effects. If any are found, they will be 
placed with the remains. The improvised litter then is lifted from 
the grave and put on a medical litter. If the disinterment is made 
in a cemetery, the grave marker then is put with the remains and 
both are carried to a vehicle for transport. 

b. Identification. All identification media should be recorded 
and identification accomplished if possible before the remains are 
transported. 

c. Effects. When removing the remains from the grave, care 
will be taken to collect any objects buried with it. Any effects 
found with the deceased will be kept with the remains until they 
can be examined and recorded on the Report of Disinterment. 
Effects of enemy dead will be forwarded to the theater provost 
marshal for disposition. Original burial clothing will not be re- 
moved except for identification purposes. 

68. POLICING 

After the officer in charge is satisfied that a careful check has 
been made of the grave for any parts of the body or for any iden- 
tifying objects, the laborers will be directed to refill the emptied 
grave. The area around the filled grave will Be carefully policed 
for any foreign matter. 

69. REPORTS 

Report of Interment, DD Form 551, will be prepared for each 
body disinterred and reinterred and will serve as a Report of 
Disinterment and a Report of Reinterment. All reports of Dis- 
interment and Reinterment will be forwarded through channels 
provided for the Report of Interm At. Reburial reports for un- 
identified dead transferred to anotner cemetery will be properly 
cross-referenced. The unknown number assigned by each cemetery 
will be shown on the report. 
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CHAPTER 7 
SANITATION AND HYGIENE 



70. PROCEDURES 

a. General. Graves registration personnel will be responsible 
for strict adherence to sanitary measures. Animals will not be 
permitted to enter the cemetery area at any time. 

b. Rubber Gloves. Personnel working in the examination tents 
at the collecting point and cemetery and cemetery processing area 
will use rubber gloves when handling remams, removing effects 
from remains, and loading and unloading vehicles containing re- 
mains. Disinfectants will be used as necessary. 

c. Odors. Odors may be counteracted by the use of disinfectants, 
such as cresol or other odor-maskers, taking care to insure that 
such deodorants are sufficiently diluted as not to burn the skin 
of the face. When remains are in an advanced state of decomposi- 
tion, surgical masks containing deodorants should be improvised. 

d. Cleanliness. All personnel working with remains should wash 
thoroughly with soap and water for at least five minutes before 
leaving the cemetery. They should not touch records or clean items 
of equipment until they have washed. 

e. Cleaning Equipment. Rubber gloves will be washed with soap 
and water and hung to dry at the end of each day of operations. 
Litters, the worktable, and stretchers coming in contact with the 
remains will be scrubbed thoroughly. The floor of the morgue 
tent will be cleaned. 

/. Disposal of Refuse. Miscellaneous refuse will be burned or 
buried. 

g. Diseased Cases. Diseased cases will be processed by graves 
registration personnel in accordance with directives issued by the 
theater surgeon. 

71. INSPECTION 

Personnel will be inspected before leaving the cemetery to see 
that their shoes and clothing are clean and presentaoie. Much 
local criticism can be prevented by clean appearance. Rubber 
knee-boots will be used by personnel as required. Daily sanitary 
inspections will be made by a commissioned officer to see that the 
above sanitary regulations are being complied with. 
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CHAPTER 8 
RECORDS AND REPORTS 



72. IMPORTANCE OF ACCURACY 

All records pertaining to graves registration service must be 
prepared accurately. Unless field records are prepared completely 
and painstakingly, records in the Armed Forces Graves Registra- 
tion Office in the continental United States will be unreliable, and 
unknown cases will be difficult or impossible to identify. Adequate 
provision for administrative review of Reports of Interment 
must be made by the higher headquarters concerned. 

73. REPORT OF INTERMENT 

o. General. DD Form 551 (fig. 24 ) is the most important graves 
registration record. Reports of Interment of both identified and 
unidentified remains are required. 

b. Preparation. The Report of Interment will be prepared at 
the time of burial. The following points should receive careful 
attention — 

(1) The identification tag will be imprinted on the upper 
left-hand corner of all copies. If the tag is mutilated 
and an imprint is impossible to obtain, a note to that 
effect will be made in place of the imprint. 

(2) The place of death will be indicated as "Vicinity of 
(nearest city, town, or village shown on maps in use)." 
The grid coordinates will be furnished, if possible. If 
the grid coordinates cannot be furnished, the proximity 
of the place of death to prominent landmarks will be 
specifically indicated. If the remains have been sent to 
the cemetery from a hospital or ship, the name of the 
hospital or ship and its location will be entered. In cases 
of unidentified remains or where a reburial is to be made, 
the place of death or the location from which the remains 
were disinterred will be shown by accurate grid coordi- 
nates. In the case of burial at sea, the specific location 
by latitude and longitude will be given. 

(3) The cause of death, if reasonable and consistent with 
other available evidence, and the date of death will be 
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taken from the emergency medical tag, if such a tag is 
on the remains. Remains reaching the cemetery without 
emergency medical tags will be tagged by medical per- 
sonnel. In all cases a date of death will be given; the 
date will be estimated, if necessary. Where the date has 
been estimated, that fact will be indicated on the emer- 
gency medical tag. 





REPORT OF INTERMENT 




I iPf if h[ PORT 







Snltb, John A, 
33874929 q 
T 49 50 i. 



SCCTIOt ty - IDCTTiriWtWi. 



KkME {Vt. rtrmt. UUdU ImlUmt} 

Salth, John K. 



OHfiMHII*! ION 

Co. C 94th Inf. 



libit* 



&[IIV)CE HUMIEII 

33 874 929 



Amy 



hiH it bliU 
12 Jan SI 



F 864 973 

Tonn A, N&tlon X 



CftUSC Of DEATH 

Shook, shellfira 



DfNT IF ICt"ON TIGS FOUHD ON 
BOO) f I . } . sr noaa) 

None 



If HO TAG! FOUHD OM BOOT. OCSC*l-£ All ll[«NS OF 



• OH {II «ititf*nli/i»rf. 



WERt &UPSTITUTE TAfiS MOVIDEDf 

EC US a NO 



Identified by aeober of unit* 
laundry narks* and oontants of wllot 



.<ST P[IJDH*L CFFfCtS POUND OH BOO* «N0 OISFOSITION OF 9tNE. If lETTCNS 'OUHSf INCIUOE MiMC V ADOIESSII 
HO ■SITEK. GIVE ORNEK OP MUET. CTC> 

1 Hallet* w/eontents 
159.53 to FOUSA 
Social Security Card 
Aoot. #249-18-9915 
1 Ifedding ring» plain gold 

Ef f eete forwarded to 
Thoater Effeota Depot 



aCCTIWI I. - MtKl fif 9tk»r thmm Im •mMlimhmd c»— titry. fntmlmh ywmrtmf mtt—h} 



NtHE, NUHBEK* COONDIHTCS, AND lOCMION OF CEHCTENV 

U. 3. laiitary Cemetery* Toan B. Katien Z 



BMICD 'I'l flirMJ, MSmM',' 

Blanket 



DATE OF lURlAL 

12 Jan 61 



HOUR 

1700 



F A NEiwiAL. INDtCATC NAME*' NUMEI, COORBIUTES 



TVPt or (NAVE 
MARKEII 

Christian 



PLOT iO. 

A 



101 NO. 

11 



tIAVE 10. 

130 



THIS A REeuaiALT 
C3 TES K3 NO 



PLOT NO. 



PERSON COHDVCTIHC IVRIAL IITCt 

John A. Doe, Capt, CCH 



(OENTIFICATIOII TAO OMIEO 
■ITH fODI 

IC ICS O NO 



ioentipicaho* ta« atiacreo 
TO marker 

QlI TE5 O HO 



IF lOERTIFtCATIOI TMS 1ST SlISi tlSCRISI ISHfinC** 

Tloa OATA AW comiaca ssiicd sits sosi 



HEMAtHS BURiEO IN CRAVE TO lEPT (Wh^m vJm*^ ttwm F*«l 
•F iw). NAME <U»*, Hrml. UIMU Imlllmt} 

tme, Phillip f, 



CRADC 

PPC 



SERVICE NIMEI 

34 628 466 



UANIUTION 

&ro Btry 
103 Armd 
FA Bn 



•RA¥E NO. 

A-11-129 



REMAINS lURItO •* ORAVE tq iifliT <>J«Mrf FrM 

•/ irmw}. MAKE (L»al. rirtt. »JMi« ImHial} 

misoBf '•'R.lliaiii B. 



CNAOC 

CPL 



SERVICE NUNIEI 

34 189 742 



HIAIIIATION 

Sto Co 89tl 
Proht Inf 



•lAVE NO. 

A-ll-lSl 



tm^J. idu., SK, 36 097 766 



lOUL I 1 >PRIL 19>l6, WHICH IS ( 



A. Front 

Figure 2i. Report of interment. 



AGO lOSlB 



51 



(4) To indicate the location of a cemetery, give nearest city, 
town, or village on maps in use. Service post office num- 
bers will not be used to indicate the location of a cemetery. 

(5) The type of religious service performed, if any, will be 
indicated. 

(6) Where information found in a container is used for iden- 
tifiwtion data instead of the identification tags, the 
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container should be given an appropriate designation, 
such as "burial bottle" or "sealed 50-caliber cartridge 
case." 

(7) Identity of remains buried on each side of the deceased 
will be entered. When necessary, such entries as "vacant 
grave" or "end of row" will be used. Designation of an 
adjacent grave will be made according to its location 
on the right or left of the grave of deceased (when 
viewed from foot of grave). 

(8) Two signatures are required for the report of interment; 
namely, that of the person preparing the report and that 
of the officer verifying the report. 

(9) AH fingerprints must be clear and distinct. Smudged 
fingerprints may not be identifiable. 

(10) In cases of unidentified remains and doubtful identities, 
identification media such as letters, papers, contents of 
wallet, and clothing marks will be itemized and described. 
If other remains were found in the area, the location of 
these remains relative to the other remains should be 
given as well as any other facts bearing upon identifica- 
tion. Copies of statements of identity or circumstances, 
certificates of medical officers, or reports of investiga- 
tion, where available, will be attached to each copy of the 
Report of Interment. 

(11) When personal identification statements are attached 
to copies of the Report of Interment, the following re- 
marks will be typed on the report under the section 
"Other Identification Clues": "Statement of personal 
identification signed by : (Give name, grade, service num- 
ber, and organization of the person signing the state- 
ment)." 

(12) When remains are cremated, the reason for cremation 
will be given. This will be done for enemy and allied 
personnel as well as for United States dead. 

c. Disposition. 

(1) Sufficient copies of the Report of Interment will be made 
to provide for the following distribution — 

(a) United States dead. 
1. The joint Armed Forces Graves Registration Office 
established at the seat of the government during war 
time or major military operations requiring tem- 
porary burial overseas will furnish distribution 
instructions. 
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2. Pending the establishment of a joint Armed Forces 
Graves Registration Office as a result of major mili- 
tary operation, distribution will be as directed by 
the individual service concerned with the deceased. 
(6) Enemy. One copy will be placed with the personal 
effects, one copy forwarded to the theater provost 
marshal, and one copy forwarded to the Provost Mar- 
shal General's Office, Attention: Enemy Prisoner of 
War Information Bureau. The report should be filled 
out as fully as possible and all possible clues given for 
identification. Reasons for cremation (if accomplished) 
will appear on the form, 
(c) Allied. One copy will be placed with the personal effects 
and one copy forwarded to the theater (or area) 
graves registration officer for transmission to the gov- 
ernment concerned. 

(2) Where remains are buried with both identification tags 
missing, an additional copy of the Report of Interment 
will be sealed in a burial bottle or other container and 
buried with the remains. 

(3) Whenever reburial of remains is made, report of such 
interment on DD Form 551 will be given the same dis- 
tribution as prescribed above. 

(4) Every remains in a cemetery whose identity is not posi- 
tively established will be designated as X- (number). 
The numbers will be assigned consecutively within the 
cemetery. Any clues as to the identity of the individual 
will be stated on the Report of Interment. When a re- 
mains case is given a change in classification, as from 
unknown to known or from known to unknown, a cor- 
rected copy of the Report of Interment will be prepared 
by the headquarters that established the change. Copies 
are given the same distribution as the original report. 
Such reports are clearly marked "Corrected Copy" and 
contain a summary of the facts that warrant the change 
in classification. The former X- (number), if the case 
was unknown, must be shown thereon. 

74. REPORT OF RECOVERY OF UNKNOWN 

a. Preparation. DD Form 567, Report of Recovery of Unknown 
(fig. 25) is prepared by graves registration personnel at the col- 
lecting point when an unknown case is received. When properly 
prepared, the information in the Report of Recovery of Unknown 
is used as the basis for establishing identity. In making efforts to 
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determine the organization of the unknown case, graves registra- 
tion personnel will communicate with units that were in the sector 
where the remains were recovered. Comparison of the Report of 
Recovery of Unknown by the unit graves registration officer with 
copies of casualty reports and morning reports submitted by units 
that were in the sector may result in the determination of the 
organization of the deceased. 

6. Disposition. The original copy of Report of Recovery of Un- 
known will be forwarded through channels with the original copy 
of the Report of Interment. Enough copies will be prepared to 
accompany all such reports. 



REPORT OF RECOVERY OF UNKNOWN 


EVACUATtQM KVHKEIl 

258 


UHKNOm REMAINS RECEIVED 


PLACE OF RECOVERY 


Jan 51 


KOOR 

1000 


NAME OF CLOSEST TOWN 

Tbvn A 


COORD 1 HATES 


ESTrHATED DATE OF DEATH 33 Jan 5I (ColnCldOB 

With MIA reroi't for ?ft toolokl) 


HATIOHALITI fCAacA «p»ra»rlat« bwj 

cm WHlTtO STATES (ZD AlLieO CD EHE"! 


OESCRieE PLftCE OF UECOVEXIT (Sftt shatAvr lA* r«Min* Mr* /ound in > Aoua* . j* an optn titld. or b»Hnd • tlon* 
wall- if In *fm«fd vwhJel*. fiv* fA« m»t»t ma»b»r tiul «thtt mppHcabt* itt tat mat Ion. SAateA iacaljen In r*> 
hlela. XalabI lah vh*r« n«<»«aarr lh» |«eatian >Aara lh» t*mmtnt «ar« tountl hf ra/aranoa (■ r«arfa antf tm»4m»Ttt . i 

Becovored from a street 






NAME 


GRADE 


SERVICE HO. 


OROANIZtllON 


IDENTIFICATION OF alL 
OTHER REMAIHS FOUND IH 
THE IMHEttlATE VICIHITT, 
IF Ml 


Eoyolslcl, Jacob 


pro 


1EHC 231* 


7tb Mare, let Mar 
DlY FMf 


BoblnBOD, Jake A. 


?fo 


CEMC 582 5l(5 


7th Mare, let Mar 










RECOVERT HADE BT 


Mike Bemandes 


Prt 


SA 38 555 030 


Bto Btrr, 248 FA Bn 


John BTcnm 


Sgt 


SA 3^* 851* 222 


Svc Btry, FA Bn 


REMAINS RECE IVCD «T 
COLLECTING POINT BT 


George Finnal 


Sgt 




Collecting Point A, 
let Plat. S7 OB Co 


SIGNATURE OFySFFlCER IN CHIRGC (Aa« , Gradm. mud VrancA ml XcrvJca^ 

ySr" ^ J. B. KWa let Lt, QMC 



DD . 567 



Figure ts. Report of Beeovery of Vnknoum, 

75. CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY 

DD Form 565, Certificate of Identity, will be reproduced locally 
by typewriter on 8 x 10V2-inch paper. Each reproduced copy will 
include title, form number, and date. The Certificate of Identity 
for unknown cases (fig. 26) is prepared at the collecting point or 
cemetery. To obtain data for the preparation of such a certificate, 
it may be necessary to interview members of the unit operating 
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in the sector where the remains were found and to permit such 
personnel to view the remains, Instead of the remains, they may 
view frontal and profile photographs of the face. Questioning may 
reveal that a member of the unit recognizes certain items of per- 
sonal effects found on the remains as belonging to a known person ; 
if so, such recognition will contribute to identification of the case 
under examination. 



CERTIFICATE OF IDIMTITY 



Date 



12 Jan 51 



I, the undersigned, do certify that the remains which I have El Personally Viewed 
O Seen photographs of are those of 



Name 



EZRA LAMB 



Grade 
SGT 



Service No. 
AT 17782A 



Organization 
IS Air Force 



My identification is based upon personal acquaintance covering a period of (Months) 

flTT 



I recognize the remains because of the following (Facial features, scars, birth- 
marks, or other unusual features): 

Tatoo of a heart on right arm - word "nother" vritten belov 

6-lDol> ecar os calf of left Iflg 

BirUmark on left oheek 

Large btmlon on left foot 





Verified by (Signature of Officer in 
Charge! 


Typed JOHN jobs 


Typed Nam/^ g^^jg 


Grade Service No. 
Capt AO 661 766 


Grade 

let U, QMC 


Organization 
Hq * aq Sq, 5th AF (ABV) 


Organization 

l4t nat, 57th Gr Beg Co 



tocal reproduction of this 
form is authorized. 



Figure 28. Certifieate of Identity. 



76. CEMETERY RECORDS 

a. Preparation. Graves registration personnel are responsible 
for keeping and safeguarding complete records of all burials at 
each cemetery. They are also responsible for keeping records of 
all isolated burials within their area. The records will consist of 
the following — 

(1) Copies of all Reports of Interment filed by plot, row, 
and grave number, 

(2) Copies of periodic reports of burial required by higher 
echelons, such as DD Form 566, Weekly Report of Burials 
(6 below) , filed chronologically. 
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(3) An alphabetical index of all remains buried in the ceme- 
tery prepared on 3- by 5-inch cards. The cards will show 
the name, grade or rank, service number, branch of 
semce, date of burial, and plot, row, and grave number. 

(4) A Grave Plot Chart (c below) kept up to date. 

(5) A visitors' register. 

(6) A historical record of the cemetery. Historical informa- 
tion will be alphabetically indexed and subdivided into 
United States, allied, cobelligerent, and enemy dead cate- 
gories as required. A register of interments, a record of 
isolated graves in the general area, the maintenance of 
which has been assigned to graves registration personnel, 
and a folder of supporting maps and sketches of the 
cemetery and area will be maintained. 

6. Weekly Report of Burials. Cemetery commanders will be re- 
sponsible for forwarding a Weekly Report of Burials (fig. 27) 
through the channels used for the Report of Interment. This 
report will show the number of burials that have been made in 
the cemetery for the preceding week. It will be used as a check 
against records of higher headquarters to see that a Report of 
Interment has been received for each burial during the period 
covered by the report. 
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Figure S7. Weekly Report of Burials. 



c. Grave Plot Chart. DD Form 568, Grave Plot Chart, will be 
reproduced locally by typewriter on 8 x 10V2-inch paper. Each 
reproduced copy will include title, form number, and date. A 
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GRAVE PLOT CHART 



Plot or Section 
Plot A 


Cemetery 
U.S. HIUTABY WETESX 


Location 
Town A, Nation Z 


Row 

Numb e I* 


GraTe Number and Name 


13 


133 


i3l» 


135 


136 


137 


138 


139 


ll»0 


m 


lUS 


li»3 




11 


121 


12S 


123 


I2I4 


125 


126 


127 


128 


129 


130 


131 


132 


10 


109 


110 


111 


112 


113 


llU 


115 


116 


117 


118 


119 


120 


9 


97 


98 


99 


100 


101 


102 


103 


lOlt 


105 


106 


107 


108 


8 


85 


66 


87 


88 


89 


90 


91 


92 


93 


91* 


95 


96 


7 


73 


7U 


75 


76 


77 


78 


79 


80 


81 


82 


83 


Sh 


6 


61 


62 


63 


a 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


5 


'^9 


50 


51 


52 


53 


5^ 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


4 


37 


38 


39 


1*0 


Ul 




1*3 






i»6 


'•7 


1(8 


3 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


31* 


35 


36 


S 


•Bote 
13 


Smith 
U 


Cenp- 
liell 
19 


Ile?eu 
16 


Snyder 
17 


Sales 
18 


Lee 
19 


Gar- 
lanil 
20 


Annan 
21 


ClUSB- 

isan 
22 


Jay 
23 


X-2 
2U 


1 


Jonea 
1 


Black 
2 


Sot 

3 


Thow 
k 


Case 
5 


VaaB 
6 


Eoll 
7 


Lea 
8 


Tay- 
lor 
9 


Snsad 
10 


TIMS 

11 


Sachs 
12 



Notes: Qrnt Bo 13, Obstructed. 



SD 



Form 
1 Sep 51 



568 



Local reproduction of this 
form is authorized. 



Figure 28. Grave Plot Chart. 



Grave Plot Chart (fig. 28), should be prepared by administrative 
personnel of the cemetery so that the location of each grave may 
be readily found. Separate charts are prepared for each plot or 
section. DD Form 568 with the grave numbers will be prepared, 
and the name of each deceased person in a particular plot or 
section of the cemetery will be entered as burials are completed. 
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APPENDIX I 
DENTAL IDENTIFICATION 



1. IMPORTANCE 



Dental charts are of the utmost importance for identification 

of remains. Therefore, Identification Dental Chart, DD Form 569, 
will be filled out with great care, by dental technicians whenever 
available. Form 569 will be attached to the original Report of 
Interment. 

2. INFORAAATION ON TEETH 

a. General. There are 32 teeth — 16 in the upper jaw and 16 in 
the lower jaw. The teeth, which may be roughly divided into 
anterior and posterior, are called incisors, cuspids, bicuspids, and 
molars. The anterior teeth, which consist of incisors and cuspids, 
are those toward the front of the mouth; the posterior teeth, 
which consist of bicuspids and molars, are those toward the back 
of the mouth. 

b. Surfaces of Teeth. Each tooth has five surfaces (fig. 29). The 
distal is the surface or side of the tooth farthest away from the 
median line (an imaginary fine drawn through the center of the 
body from head to foot) on the curve of the dental arch. The 
mestcU is the surface or side of the tooth that faces nearest the 





0 



pistil surface 



Mesial surface 



Facial surface 



ligpat surface 



® 



® 



Figure 29. Surfaces of the teeth. 
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median line on the curve of the dental arch. It is directly opposite 
the distal. The facial is the surface of the tooth that faces the 
cheek and lips. The lingual is the surface of the tooth that faces 
the tongue. The occlusal is the biting surface of molars and bi- 
cuspids (No. 1,2,3.4,5,28,29,30,31,32 and No. 12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 
19,20,21). See figure 29B. The mcisal is the biting surface of the 
incisors (No. 6,7,8,25,26,27 and No. 9,10,11,22,23,24). 
c. Designation for Surfaces. 

(1) The following classification of tooth surfaces with their 
designations will be used in connection with recording 
restorations on DD Form 569 — 

Surfae* Dnignation 

Facial F 

Distal D 

Incisal I 

Lingual L 

Mesial M 

Occlusal 0 

(2) Combinations of the designations will be used to identify 
caries (cavities) or restorations in the teeth involved 
when two or more surfaces involved are continuous ; for 
example, 4-MOD AM would refer to the mesial, occlusal 
and distal aspects of a rigtit maxillary second bicuspid 
(tooth No. 4) in which all three surfaces are connected 
by one amalgam restoration. 



side view 



Imt 
SHhview 







RiSlit 

112 13 14 15 15 17 18 


Left 

9 1 10 1 11 h? 113 1 14 1 15 1 16 




Oooooafflfci 


Bcchisal Incisal 
Occlusal Incisal 


Incisal Occtasil 
Incisal Ocehisal 






32 1 31 1 30 1 29 1 28 1 27 1 26 1 25 


24 1 23 1 22 1 21 1 20 1 19 hiri 17 


RiElit 


Left 







Occlusal surface fniiicated by broken Rne 

Incisal surfne indicated b; checked line noHDOinx 

Figure 29 — Continued. 
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d. Abbreviations Used in Chart. Abbreviations used in recording 
data on DD Form 569 are as follows — 
Am. — Amalgam (silver) 
Fill.— Filling 

Pore. — Porcelain (includes silicate cements) 
Back. — Backing 
Fac. — Facing 
Cr. — Crown 

3. JAWBONES 

The upper jawbone consists of two bones rigidly joined to- 
gether, that is, the right and left maxillary bones. It is called the 
maxilla. The lower jaw is called the mandible. 

4. PREPARATION OF IDENTIFICATION DENTAL CHARTS 

In preparing DD Form 569 (fig. 30) it must be remembered 
that the right side of chart refers to the right side of deceased 
and not the right side as the observer views the remains. The 
teeth are numbered beginning with No.l at the upper right side 
in back. The following conditions, as they exist, will be recorded — 

a. Missing Teeth. All missing teeth will be marked with an X 
on the number representing the tooth. 

b. Fittings. All fillings will be marked individually on the chart, 
showing the correct location of the filling and the type of filling 
material used. Amalgam, commonly called silver, is most widely 
used by the military services. Porcelain is a cement which, because 
of its many shades, is used to match the color of the teeth. It is 
usually used in front teeth. Gold is also used as a filling material. 
Special care should be taken while examining the front teeth. A 
flashlight may be used to find the fillings. If the light is placed on 
the teeth, the opaque qualities of the filling materials will cause 
the filling to contrast with the teeth material. 

c. Crowns. All crowns will be charted carefully. The kind of 
material of which the crown is made and the type must be iden- 
tified, e.g., "full gold crown," "three-quarter plastic," etc. A full 
crown covers all visible surfaces of the tooth. A three-quarters 
crown covers the tooth partially. 

d. Bridges. 

(1) Fixed. A fixed bridge is attached to one or more teeth. 
The tooth or teeth to which the bridge is attached will 
be shown, also the material of which made. 

(2) Removable. If the bridge is removable, the teeth to which 
the bridge is clasped will be indicated, also the material 
of which the bridge is made. 
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e. Dentures. 

(1) FuU. The material of which the denture is made, plastic 
or metal, as well as any numbers or letters that may ap- 
pear on the denture, should be noted. 

(2) Partial. When describing a partial denture, the material 
of which it is made and the teeth to which it is clasped 
will be explained on the chart. Any numbers or letters 




IDENTIFICATION DENTAL CHm 



DATE 

13 J»a 51 



HAHE Ht»t. Vtiil* tnitUU 

SMITH, JCHM A 



PLAC£ OF DEATH P 8<l4973 "-ACE OF BURIAL 

Town A, Nation X P.S. Military Cam., Tam B, Nation X 



DD . 569 



A. Front 

Figure SO. Identification Dental Chart. 
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on the denture will be noted. If the denture contains a 
lingual bar or a palatal bar, it should be shown. (A lin- 
gual bar consists of a connecting piece of material run- 
ning adjacent to the soft tissue on the lingual side (side 
facing tongue) of the lower front teeth beneath the tip 
of the tongue, joining the two sides of a lower partial 
denture and making it a unit. A palatal bar is a metal 
bar constructed to fit the surface of the vault of the 
palate and connecting the two lateral sections of an upper 
partial denture.) 
/. No Teeth Present. If no teeth are present, this fact can be 
shown on DD Form 569 by drawing two crossing lines from tooth 
No. 1 to tooth No. 17 and from tooth No. 16 to tooth No. 32. 

g. Caries (Cavities). Caries (cavities) will be indicated by de- 
scribing in the space provided on the form, opposite the tooth, 
the extent of the cavities; e.g., 13, MOD, etc. Cavities will not be 
drawn in on the chart. 



DENTURES (HatM): DtSCRIBE DENTURES IMCLUOING NATURAL TEETH REPLACED AND TEETN WHICH HAVE RCTAIKlHt CUSPI* (f^r 
• toMf terrlU pmrtiml rf*i>(irr« with Ilntuml b»r . rmpUtimt fmth Mm. jr. It. 19, M, JJ. Jl. Clnfm m 
Mturtl taath Nm. 30 mud it.) SHOW ANT HUMBERS OR LETTERS APPEARtHO OH OENTURC. 




Fixed bridge* replacing natural teeth Noa. 28 and 29, which ia attached 
to tooth Mo. 27 by a 3/4 gold crown and to Bo. 30 by a full gold oroim* The 
artificial teeth replacing Nos. 28 and 29 oonsiat of porcelain faoinga with 
gold backings , 




FOttOwtNG COHDITIDHS ULL BE CnECKcO 1 


THE SPACE BELOl: fOaaerJ** in 4*tmll u 




z 


MOTTLED EHAHEl 




uherupted teeth 




RETAINED OECIDUOUS TEETH 




eXAHEL HYPOPLASIA 


X 


MALOCCLUSION 




ABNORMAL INTERDENTAL SPACES 


X 


EfiOStOH 




SUPERNUMERARV teeth 




iRREGULARtTT OF ALIfiHNEHT 




oSRASIOM 




FH*CrUFtE5 OF £lt*MEl 




UNUSUAL RESTORAT IONS 




ROT AT tOH 




FRACTURES OF TEETH 




UNUSUAL APPLIAKCES 



HEHAIIKS (tt a* aknaraalitl.t ar. fomud aaka aafaliaa ta lAat •tftel) 

Erosioni Testh Nos. 2, 4, 5, 12, 13 

Malooclusloni Retruded lomr jaw (mandible) 

Uottled Snsmelt Uoderate* involTlne all anterior teeth 



B. Back 

Figure SO — Continued. 
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APPENDIX II 
PARTS OF THE BODY 



See anatomical and skeletal charts in figures 31A, 31B, and 32. 




A. Front 

Figure 31. Anatomical chart. 

^ AGO lOSlB 




B. Rear 
Figure SI — Continued. 
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PARIETAL BONE 
TEMFOML BOHE 

DISm PHAUNX 

MIDOLE PHAUNX-— « 

PBOKiMAL PHAUKX- 

METACARPAL 

CARPAL BOHES 

RADIUS 



OLKA 




FRONTM. BONE 



MANDIBLE (JAW BONE) 

CERVICAL VERTEBRAE (7) 
CUVICLE 
SCAPUU 
HUMERUS 

STERNUM 
DORSAL VERTEBRAE [n] 
-LUMBAR VERTEBRAE (s) 



RADIUS 

lUUM 

PUBIS ^ PELVIS 
ISCHIUM 



MCTATMSAL BCHES \i] 



TARSAL BONES 
PROXIMAL PHALANX 
DISTAL PHAUNX 



Figure SS. Skeletal chart. 
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